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Unit 3 Writing Assignment


It is obvious that the kids in Spellbound are smart, but what factors contribute to their intelligence and to their determination?  According to Gardner, several main themes in education influence a child’s education and success.  What is essential for a student to be successful?  Is it a child’s motivation?  Is it the child’s culture?  Perhaps it simply depends on biology and a child’s genes.  
Motivation is just one factor that affects success.  It is apparent that the children in Spellbound are all very motivated.  Most are intrinsically motivated and truly love spelling.  For others, like Neil, it is a combination of intrinsic and extrinsic motivation.  Neil seems to enjoy spelling bees, but he also likes to please his parents.  Neil seems to be more extrinsically motivated than Angela.  Angela’s parents are supportive; however, Neil’s parents hired several tutors and spend hours a day working with him so he can go to the national bee.  Angela’s parents do not even speak English and cannot help her study for bees, but she is so motivated that she is just as successful as Neil who has expensive tutors and parents who can help him.  For Ashley, the motivation is both intrinsic and extrinsic.  She enjoys spelling but also admits that she works hard in school so she will have a good job and will not have to worry about money when she grows up.  Whether motivation is internal or external, it is a major influence on success.  
After reading Gardner and watching Spellbound, it becomes apparent that a child’s culture and environment play a crucial role in learning.  Gardner says that education is a community responsibility.  In The Disciplined Mind, Gardner discusses a pre-school in Italy that has a very different approach to education than what we see in the United States.  The education of the students at the Reggio school is centered around a community of learning.  Students have respectful relationships with one another and with their teachers. The entire community is often involved with the students’ education.  Students at the Reggio school do not have a set curriculum.  Instead, they study themes and do meaningful projects, not just the typical childhood art projects.  Parents and other adults in the community take part in school activities.  At the Reggio School, education is not viewed as the responsibility of only teachers and parents.  Even the most motivated kids, like the ones in Spellbound, need encouragement from their communities and families.  Many of their schools put a sign out front congratulating them on winning bees.  Nupur’s teacher was very involved in Nupur’s preparation for the bee.  A parent at one of the spelling bees saw that Nupur’s teacher was crying because she was so happy Nupur won and said, “You must be her mother.”  Although Angela’s family does not speak English and cannot afford tutors, they attend all her bees and provide encouragement.  Angela’s family came to America so she could have the best possible education, and it is clear that they are proud of her accomplishments.  Neil is an excellent example of both family life and culture influencing student achievement.  Both Neil’s family and his religious community helped to encourage him. Meditation is a regular part of Neil’s life, helping him relax and focus on his goals.   His father asked a group of people in India to pray for Neil during the national bee.  His grandfather even offered to donate five thousand dollars to feed hungry people in India, if Neil won the bee.  Parents also help all of the children in Spellbound study words for bees and give praise or an encouraging smile during a bee.  Neil’s father is extremely active in helping him prepare for spelling bees.  He spend hours a day quizzing Neil on words and is willing to spend money on tutors for Neil.  Nupur, Angela and Neil illustrate the importance of community and family on educational successes.  
Gardner discusses the age old debate of “nature vs. nurture in The Disciplined Mind.  Most behaviorists will agree that some students learn more quickly than others.  However, it can also be argued that if given certain conditions such as a patient and willing teacher, a system of rewards, and enough time, all students are capable of learning.  Physiologists would argue that we are born with certain abilities and that there are limits to peoples’ capabilities.  Most educators would argue that learning is a combination of nature and nurture.  The spellers in Spellbound are fortunate to be intelligent, but all are privileged to be in environments where they can make the most of the brain power they were born with.  Ashley is the best example of making the most of what she has.  Ashley is from a fairly rough neighborhood, and it appears that her mom does not have a college degree.  We do not know Ashley’s IQ, but we know that she is both intelligent and motivated.  In addition, Ashley has a supportive family and teacher.  Ashley is a prime example of all three of Gardner’s themes.  Ashley is motivated, she has a caring family and community, and she has been blessed with intelligence.  Though the odds are somewhat stacked against her, she makes it to the National Spelling Bee because of her support system.  
Learning is directly connected to a child’s motivation, family life and culture, as well as the genes they are born with.  The students in Spellbound, are examples of the themes Gardner discusses in The Disciplined Mind. Gardner clearly illustrates that students who have the proper educational support system, are able to achieve a high level of success, no matter what odds might be against them.  
