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Working with your partner

· Teaching investigation plans: Individual     

· Teaching investigation report:  Individual      

Before Lead Teaching

Problems, Patterns, and Theories – Due January 26

Problem

A student in my second hour is disruptive and defiant on a daily basis.

Patterns and Theories

Patterns

“George” is usually either a disruption or he refuses to do any work in class.   During a lab when students were working with partners, I asked “George” to pick his head up and participate with his partner.  He did pick his head up, but he then walked across the room and began to talk and goof off with another student.  When I asked him to go back to his seat and help his partner, he again put his head down to sleep.  It seems like when I try to correct his behavior, he becomes determined to avoid work.  When I move his seat, he continues his disruptive behavior or just sleeps.  He also tends to get angry and argumentative when he is asked to behave appropriately.  He kicked a chair when I informed him that he had a morning detention.  This student was recently suspended for his repeated poor behavior.  Whenever he receives any sort of discipline, he denies that he deserves it and becomes angry. 

When I checked his records, I found that he has a history of behavior problems.  He was kicked out of his middle school for several violent acts and even some racial slurs.  It appears that he is continuing his inappropriate behavior in high school.  
Theories

According to Weinstein, many students just want the attention.  They do not know how to get attention for positive behavior, so they use negative behavior to get noticed.  Teachers could try to encourage good behavior they see from the student by praising the good behaviors and trying to ignore bad behavior that is not too disruptive.  

Students who have trouble dealing with authority will try to test the teacher to see if they win the power struggle.  The teacher needs to be consistent and keep in mind that they are the teacher and they are in control of the class.  Also, it is important to remain calm.  If the student succeeds in flustering the teacher, they gain more power and will likely continue the bad behavior.  There could also be cultural factors that affect how the student acts in class.  Certain cultures do not view women as authority figures.  According to the Arabic Women’s Affairs website, women and men are not views as equals.   Women are usually not in positions of power in Arab culture.  

Plans for Action and Data Collection – Due February 9

Planned actions

Plans for data collection

Data on student behavior will be collected on a daily basis during class.  Other information will be collected outside of class from various resources.  I have notebook that I can use to take notes during class.  I realize that I may not be able to change a student with this kind of history, however I would like to understand why he behaves this way.  

Look at the student’s records:

What grades does he tend to earn?

Does he turn work in?

Are there previous discipline issues?

Talk to his other teachers:

Do other teachers have trouble with this student?

Is his behavior worse with female teachers?

Talk to the student:

Where is he from?

What is life at home like?

Why does he refuse to work in class?

What can we do to change the situation?

Talk to administration:

What is the consequence for this student who is a regular distraction in class?  

Monitor behavior after suspension:

Did being suspended change the student’s behavior?

(My mentor will also help me judge this)

If not, what else could be done?

After Lead Teaching: Results and Conclusions from Your Teaching Investigation Due April 20.

Results: Data and Patterns

When I checked “George’s records, I found that he has quite a history.  He has a history of disciplinary troubles including suspensions and even expulsion from middle school.  He pushed another student into a urinal, intentionally pushed a girl in the hall casing her to split her lip open, and was suspended for a number of racial slurs.  He is also Arabic and moved here when he was ten.  

He has always received poor grades in school, in my class he had a 15.9%.  It does not appear to be only science that he struggles with.  After speaking to another teacher (male) who has “George” it appears that his behavior is not only a problem in my class.  He has missing work in the other class and does not put much effort into school.  

One of the many times that I kept “George” after class to discuss behavior, I tried to talk to him and get an idea of what home is like for him.  His parents own a store and he usually misses school on Fridays so that he can work at the store.  “George” missed several tests because he was working at the store, and never made them up.  He lives with his sister so that he can go to school at Ford since he was expelled from his old district.  He also told me that he wants to transfer to the high school where all of his friends from his old district go.  

After his suspension, “George” was a little better in class.  He has turned in a few assignments, however, they were poorly done.  He did not seem encouraged by of the praise I gave him when he actually turned in assignments.   He has been a little less vocal in class, but rather that his usual disruptive behavior, he just started sleeping.  At first I told him to get his head up, but as soon as he was awake he was disrupting other students.  As a teacher, I don’t feel comfortable allowing him to sleep in class, but at the same time, he does not disrupt other students when he sleeps.  Even though I was pretty consistent with him, his behavior is still not acceptable.  

I also noticed that when his parents are contacted his behavior changes a little.  For a few days after a call home, he actually took a few notes, but then he went right back into his usual routine.  It seems that the most change in behavior (which was not significant) was after suspension and calls home. 
Conclusions: Theories and Next Steps

Most of my theories were supported by my data.  After finding information about life at home I would say that “George” misbehaves for attention.  He lives at his sister’s and not only does he not receive parental attention, he has no parents there to be authority figures. He may be defiant at school because he is not used to having much structure at home.  I wish I could have learned more about the dynamics of his relationship with his sister and if she has any control over his actions at home.  

 In addition, his culture plays a role in how he acts.  I did not have any direct evidence about his religion or about his views about women, but his family does not seem to value school.  He parents actually pull him out of school at least one day a week to work at their store.  That makes “George” believe that an education is not important. 

I really am at a loss for other forms of intervention.  “George” seems to have absolutely no motivation to excel in school and he does not appear to get encouragement at home.  I tried positive reinforcement at school and that did not help.  He was even unaffected for the most part by suspension and his own parents.  Unfortunately, with a student with as many problems as he has it will take a life changing event for him to realize that he needs to change his attitude.  I feel like I managed the situation so that other students in my class were able to learn, but I certainly did not fix the problem.  













4/19/07, Page 


